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Species of the Day: African Wild Dog

The African Wild Dog, Lycaon pictus, is listed as ‘Endangered’ on the IUCN Red List of
Threatened Species™. This species is limited to only a portion of its historical distribution,
with populations eradicated from West Africa and greatly reduced in central and north-east
Africa. They are rarely seen due to their low population densities.

Wild Dogs experience high mortality in comparison with other large carnivore species.While
competition from other predators, primarily lions, is the principal cause of natural mortality
in adults, more than half of all deaths are due to human activity. Wild Dogs ranging outside
of protected areas encounter high-speed vehicles, guns, snares, and poisons, as well as
domestic dogs, which represent reservoirs of potentially lethal diseases (rabies and canine
distemper).

The establishment of protected areas, as well as conservancies on private and communal
land, has decreased contact between Wild Dogs, people, and domestic dogs. There are also
efforts to work with local people to reduce deliberate killing of the dogs in and around these
protected areas. Establishing effective techniques for protecting small populations from
serious infections is also a priority.
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